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DETAILED ACTION 
Applicant's Response 

Acknowledged is the applicant's request for continued examination received on July 10, 2008. Claim 1-2 are 
amended; claims 3-5 are canceled. Also acknowledged is the affidavit received on July 27. 

The declaration contends that Baldwin teaches neither spaced apart orthogonal sensors nor a cyclical movement 
past the treatment station. 

The examiner disagrees and asserts that Baldwin, US 6,419,802, fully teaches this and every other feature recited 
by the applicant's claim set as explicated below. 

Claim Interpretation 

According to paragraph forty-three of the applicant's specification, the means for language of claim 1 is 
interpreted as being inclusive of a controller that receives signals from a thickness detection sj^tem; based on this 
signal, an operating parameter of the coating source supply is modified. Example operating parameters include 
power, gas flow, and magnet motion. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections 
under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Baldwin et al., US 6,419,802; the rejection 
relies upon the embodiment delineated by Figure 2. Baldwin, disclosing a system and method for controlling 
deposition thickness, teaches the following: 

Claim 1: 

■ A coating source (22) for processing the substrate; 

o Wherein the coating location is the coordinate space through which the substrate continuously cycles 
during its rotation (Fig. 1; 2, 43-45); 



Application/Control Number: 10/530,822 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1792 

■ Multiple sensor tmits, wherein each unit comprises one of element 32 and 34, that sequentially measure the 
coating thickness at multiple locations, wherein numeral 19 of Figure IB represents the plurality of sensing 
locations (4, 18^9); 

o Wherein sensor components 32 and 34 are spaced along a direction orthogonal to the direction of 
movement of the substrate; 

o Wherein the sensing location of the sensor components is located beneath a substantial portion of the 
coating location in the direction of movement of the substrate, that is, along the vertical axis; 

■ A process controller (24) that receives a signals from the thickness detection system (Fig. lA); 

o Wherein the power of the motor, i.e., an operating parameter, that rotates the substrate can be modified 
according to the received signal, i.e., a sensor signal (Fig. 7; 5, 65ff). 

Claim 2: 

■ Processing the substrate in a treatment area of a treatment source (22); 

o Wherein the treatment area is the coordinate space through which the substrate continuously cycles 
during its rotation (Fig. 1; 2, 43-45); 

■ Wherein the processing proceeds in accordance with a set of parameters; 
o Wherein an operating parameter is motor power; 

o Wherein a control parameter is film thickness; 

■ Further wherein the film thickness is measured at multiple locations (19), and the sources of 
measurement (32 and 34) are spaced from each other in a direction orthogonal to the movement 
direction of the substrate (Fig. 2); 

■ Determining a deviation (740, 750, 760) of the subset from a predetermined set point (Fig. 7); 

■ Generating a control signal in response to a deviation (5, 65ff); 

■ Modifying an operating parameter, motor power, in response to the control signal to compensate for the 
deviation (5, 65ff). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to 
Nathan K. Ford whose telephone number is 571-270-1880. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-5:00 
EDT. K attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Michael Qeveland, 
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can be reached at 571-272-1418. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
/N. K. F./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 1792 



/K. M./ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1792 



